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SUBSTI TUTE SENATE BI LL 6117

State of WAshi ngt on 55th Legislature 1998 Regul ar Sessi on

By Senate Commttee on Ways & Means (originally sponsored by Senators
Morton, Snyder, Swecker, Stevens, Rossi and Cke)

Read first tine . Referred to Commttee on

AN ACT Rel ating to repurchasi ng conmerci al sal non fishing |licenses;
amendi ng RCW 75. 44. 140 and 75. 44. 150; adding a new section to chapter
75.30 RCW <creating a new section; and repealing RCW 75.44.100,
75.44.110, 75.44.120, and 75. 44. 130.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

NEW SECTI ON. Sec. 1. The legislature finds that the proposed
listing of a nunber of Washi ngton origin sal non stocks as threatened or
endanger ed species under the federal endangered species act does not
portend well for the health of the comercial salnon fishery and the
charter boat fishery that harvest those endangered stocks. Recovery
pl ans for endangered stocks will necessitate | arge scale restrictions,
or conplete fishing closures, for the comrercial fishery and charter
boat fishery. This situation will result Iin a serious economc
hardship to comercial salnon fishers and charter boat operators. It
is the intent of the legislature to provide a source of funds to
conpensate commercial fishers and charter boat |icensees for the |oss
of their livelihood by purchasing the comrercial salnmon fisher’s

license or <charter boat Ilicense for the purpose of permanent
cancel lation of the license. State funds may be utilized as a matchi ng
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share for federal funds that are appropriated for the purpose of
commercial salnon fishing license or charter boat |icense buyback

NEW SECTION. Sec. 2. A new section is added to chapter 75.30 RCW
to read as foll ows:

The depart nment may purchase conmerci al salnon fishing |licenses from
commercial salnon fishers that hold a valid comercial salnon fishing
i cense under RCW 75.30.120, the commercial salnon fishing license
[imtation program The departnment may purchase charter boat |icenses
fromowners that hold valid charter boat |icenses under RCW 75. 30. 065.
Purchase of the license is authorized only under the condition that the
license is purchased for a one tinme price and that the license is
permanent|ly cancel ed and renoved fromthe fishery. The departnent is
not authorized to purchase vessels, fishing gear, or salnon delivery
| i censes. Charter boat |icensees who participate in the |icense
buyback program shall not be eligible to transfer all or a part of
angler permts issued under RCW 75. 30. 070.

The departnent shall not utilize funds froma state appropriation
for the buyback or as matching funds for the buyback of commerci al
salnon fishing licenses or charter boat |icenses from nonresident
I i cense hol ders.

The departnent shall not exceed a state funded share of twenty-five
percent for each |icense purchased under the buyback program

Sec. 3. RCW 75.44.140 and 1995 c¢ 269 s 3201 are each anended to
read as foll ows:

The director shall adopt rules for the admnistration of the
program ((
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state—and—may—enHst—the—aldof—other—state—agenetres—)) Purchase of

commercial salnon fishing licenses and sal non charter boat |licenses in
t he buyback programcreated in section 2 of this act shall only be on
a Wlling buyer--willing seller basis. The director shall strive to
first purchase licenses from fisheries that npbst seriously cause
nortality of threatened or endangered sal nobn st ocks.

Sec. 4. RCW 75.44. 150 and 1983 1st ex.s. ¢ 46 s 160 are each
anmended to read as foll ows:
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The director is responsible for the adm nistrati on and di sbur senent

of all funds((;—goeds,—ecomrmdities,—and—serviees)) received by the

state under the program

There is created within the state treasury a fund to be known as

the " ((vessel—¢gear—tHecense—and—permt)) salnon commercial fishing

license and charter boat reduction fund".

This fund shall be used for

purchases under RCW 75.44.110 and for the admnistration of the
pr ogram This fund shall be credited with federal or other funds

received to carry out the purposes of the program ((and—the—proceeds

75-44-110)) .

NEWSECTION. Sec. 5. The follow ng acts or parts of acts are each

r epeal ed:

(1) RCW 75.44.100 and 1985 ¢ 7 s 150,
1977 ex.s. ¢ 230 s 3, & 1975 1st ex.s.
(2) RCW 75.44.110 and 1984 ¢ 67 s 1,

1979 ex.s. ¢ 43 s 1, 1977 ex.s.

(3) RCW75.44.120 and 1983 1st ex.s.

183 s 5; and

(4) RCW75.44.130 and 1983 1st ex.s.

2, & 1975 1st ex.s. c¢c 183 s 6.

NEW SECTI ON. Sec. 6.

| f
application to any person or

1983 1st ex.s. ¢ 46 s 155,
c 183 s 3;
1983 1st ex.s. ¢ 46 s 156,

c 230 s 4, & 1975 1st ex.s. c 183 s 4;

ci rcunst ance

remai nder of the act or the application of
persons or circunstances is not affected.

END ---

c 46 s 157 & 1975 1st ex.s. C

c 46 s 158, 1979 ex.s. c 43 s

any provision of this act or its

is held invalid, the
the provision to other
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